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This fall, to commemorate the 240th anniversary of the largest single battle of the American Revolution, the New-
York Historical Society will present The Battle of Brooklyn, on view from September 23, 2016 to January 8, 2017. A 
story of American defeat in the first major armed campaign after the Declaration of Independence, the Battle of 
Brooklyn took place in August 1776, but does not occupy the same place in history as the more victorious 
engagements at Bunker Hill or Yorktown. Also known as the Battle of Long Island, the event is seen by some as the 
biggest missed opportunity for Britain to end the American rebellion and marks a pivotal moment when the fight 
for American independence teetered on the edge of failure. 
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Jean Baptiste Antoine de Verger 
Soldiers in Uniform, ca. 1781–84.  
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Felix Octavius Carr Darley, engraved by Edward 
Bookhout 
Interior of the old Jersey prison ship, in the 
Revolutionary War, 1855 
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division 

 
 

 

Sugar house relic cane, ca. 1852.  
Oak, silver, ivory, other metals, 36 x 2 in.  
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